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DIVISION 6. DRIVERS’ LICENSES
CHAPTER 1. ISSUANCE OF LICENSES, EXPIRATION, AND RENEWAL

Article 1. Persons Required to Be Licensed, Exemptions, and Age Limits

Unlawful to Drive Unless Licensed

12500. (a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle upon a highway, unless
the person then holds a valid driver’s license issued under this code, except
those persons who are expressly exempted under this code.

(b) No person shall drive any motorcycle, motor-driven cycle, or motorized
bicycle upon a highway, unless the person then holds a valid driver’s license
or endorsement issued under this code for that class, except those persons
who are expressly exempted under this code, or those persons specifically
authorized to operate motorized bicycles with a valid driver’s license of any
class, as specified in subdivision (g) of Section 12804.9.

(c) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in or upon any offstreet parking
facility, unless the person then holds a valid driver's license of the
appropriate class or certification to operate the vehicle. As used in this
subdivision, “offstreet parking facility” means any offstreet facility held open
for use by the public for parking vehicles and includes any publicly owned
facilities for offstreet parking, and privately owned facilities for offstreet
parking where no fee is charged for the privilege to park and which are held
open for the common public use of retail customers.

(d) No person shall drive a motor vehicle or combination of vehicles that

is not of a type for which the person is licensed.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
Amended Ch. 1292, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.

Persons Exempt

12501. The following persons are not required to obtain a driver’s
license:

(&) An officer or employee of the United States, while operating a motor
vehicle owned or controlled by the United States on the business of the
United States, except when the motor vehicle being operated is a commercial
motor vehicle, as defined in Section 15210.

(b) Any person while driving or operating implements of husbandry
incidentally operated or moved over a highway, except as provided in Section
36300 or 36305.

(¢) Any person driving or operating an off-highway motor vehicle subject
to identification, as defined in Section 38012, while driving or operating such
motor vehicle as provided in Section 38025. Nothing in this subdivision
authorizes operation of a motor vehicle by a person without a valid driver’s
license upon any offstreet parking facility, as defined in subdivision (c) of

Section 12500.
Amended Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Nonresident Driver

12502. (a) The following persons may operate a motor vehicle in this
state without obtaining a driver’s license under this code:

(1) A nonresident over the age of 18 years having in his or her immediate
possession a valid driver’s license issued by a foreign jurisdiction of which he
or she is a resident, except as provided in Section 12505.

(2) A nonresident, 21 years of age or older, if transporting
hazardous material, as defined in Section 353, in a commercial
vehicle, having in his or her immediate possession, a valid license
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with the appropriate endorsement issued by another state or other
jurisdiction that is recognized by the department, or a Canadian
driver’s license and a copy of his or her current training certificate to
transport hazardous material that complies with all federal laws
and regulations with respect to hazardous materials, both of which
shall be in his or her immediate possession.

(3) A nonresident having in his or her immediate possession a valid
driver’s license, issued by the Diplomatic Motor Vehicle Office of the Office of
Foreign Missions of the United States Department of State, for the type of
motor vehicle or combination of vehicles that the person is operating. .

(b) Any person entitled to the exemption contained in subdivision (a),
while operating, within this state, a commercial vehicle, as defined in
subdivision (b) of Section 15210, shall have in his or her possession a current
medical certificate of a type described in subdivision (c) of () Section
12804.9, which has been issued within two years of the date of operation of
that vehicle.

(c) A nonresident possessing a medical certificate in accordance
with subdivision (b) shall comply with any restriction of the medical

certificate issued to that nonresident.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 103, Stats. 2002. Effective July 2, 2002.

The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the
following “Section 12804”

Unlicensed Nonresident

12503. A nonresident over the age of 18 years whose home state or
country does not require the licensing of drivers may operate a foreign
vehicle owned by him for not to exceed 30 days without obtaining a license
under this code.

Amended Ch. 1748, Stats. 1971. Operative March 4, 1972.

Nonresident Minors

12504. (a) Sections 12502 and 12503 apply to any nonresident over the
age of 16 years but under the age of 18 years. The maximum period during
which that nonresident may operate a motor vehicle in this state without
obtaining a driver’s license is limited to a period of 10 days immediately
following the entry of the nonresident into this state except as provided in
subdivision (b) of this section.

(b) Any nonresident over the age of 16 years but under the age of 18 years
who is a resident of a foreign jurisdiction which requires the licensing of
drivers may continue to operate a motor vehicle in this state after 10 days
from his or her date of entry into this state if he or she meets both the
following:

(1) He or she has a valid driver's license, issued by the foreign
jurisdiction, in his or her immediate possession.

(2) He or she has been issued and has in his or her immediate possession
a nonresident minor's certificate, which the department issues to a
nonresident minor who holds a valid driver’s license issued to him or her by
his or her home state or country, and who files proof of financial
responsibility.

(c) Whenever any of the conditions for the issuance of a nonresident
minor’s certificate cease to exist, the department shall cancel the certificate

and require the minor to surrender it to the department.
Amended Ch. 974, Stats. 1992. Effective September 28, 1992.

Residency
12505. (a) For purposes of this division only and notwithstanding
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Section 516, residency shall be determined as a person’s state of domicile.
“State of domicile” means the state where a person has his or her true, fixed,
and permanent home and principal residence and to which he or she has
manifested the intention of returning whenever he or she is absent.

Prima facie evidence of residency for driver’s licensing purposes includes,
but is not limited to, the following:

(1) Address where registered to vote.

(2) Payment of resident tuition at a public institution of higher education.

(3) Filing a homeowner’s property tax exemption.

(4) Other acts, occurrences, or events that indicate presence in the state
is more than temporary or transient.

(b) The presumption of residency in this state may be rebutted by
satisfactory evidence that the licensee’'s primary residence is in another
state.

(c) Any person entitled to an exemption under Section 12502, 12503, or
12504 may operate a motor vehicle in this state for not to exceed 10 days from
the date he or she establishes residence in this state, except that he or she
shall obtain a license from the department upon becoming a resident before
being employed for compensation by another for the purpose of driving a
motor vehicle on the highways.

(d) Subject to Section 12504, any person over the age of 16 years who is a
resident of a foreign jurisdiction other than a state, territory or possession of
the United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, or Canada, having a valid driver’s license issued to him or her by any
other foreign jurisdiction having licensing standards deemed by the
Department of Motor Vehicles equivalent to those of this state, may operate
a motor vehicle in this state without obtaining a license from the
department, except that he or she shall obtain a license before being
employed for compensation by another for the purpose of driving a motor
vehicle on the highways.

(e) Any person from a foreign country, except a territory or possession of
the United States, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or Canada, shall
obtain a class A or a class B license from the department before operating on
the highways a motor vehicle for which a class A or class B license is
required, as described in Section 12804.9. The medical examination form
required for issuance of a class A or class B driver’s license shall be completed
by a health care professional, as defined in paragraph (2) of subdivision (a)
of Section 12804.9, who is licensed, certified, or registered to perform
physical examinations in the United States of America. This subdivision does
not apply to (1) drivers of schoolbuses operated in California on a trip for
educational purposes or (2) drivers of vehicles used to provide the services of
a local public agency.

(f) Nothing in this section authorizes the employment of a person in
violation of Section 12515.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Amended Sec. 10, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Temporary Licenses

12506. The department may issue a temporary driver's license to any
person applying for a driver's license, to any person applying for renewal of
a driver's license, or to any licensee whose license is required to be changed,
added to, or modified. Notwithstanding subdivision (b) of Section 12805, the
department may issue a temporary driver's license to an applicant who has
previously been licensed in this state or in any other state, territory, or
possession of the United States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or the Dominion of Canada, notwithstanding
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that the applicant has failed the written examination on the person’s first
attempt.

A temporary license permits the operation of a motor vehicle upon the
highways for a period of 60 days, if the licensee has the temporary license in
his or her immediate possession, and while the department is completing its
investigation and determination of all facts relative to the applicant’s right
to receive a license. The temporary license is invalid when the applicant’s

license has been issued or refused.
Amended Ch. 321, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Limited Term License

12508. When in the opinion of the department it would be in the interest
of safety, the department may issue, in individual cases, to any applicant for
a driver’s license, a license limited in duration to less than the regular term.
Upon the expiration of a limited term license the department may extend its
duration for an additional period without fee but the duration of the license
and extensions shall not exceed the term of a regular license.

Instruction Permits

12509. (a) Except as otherwise provided in subdivision (f) of Section
12514, the department, for good cause, may issue an instruction permit to
any physically and mentally qualified person who meets one of the following
requirements and who applies to the department for an instruction permit:

(1) Is age 15 years and 6 months or over and has successfully completed
approved courses in automobile driver education and driver training as
provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6.

(2) Is age 15 years and 6 months or over and has successfully completed
an approved course in automobile driver education and is taking driver
training as provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6.

(3) Is age 15 years or over and is enrolled in an approved driver education
course and is at the same time or during the same semester enrolled in an
approved driver training course.

(4) Is over the age of 17 years and 6 months.

(5) Is over the age of 16 years and is applying for a restricted
driver’s license pursuant to Section 12814.7.

(b) The applicant shall qualify for and be issued an instruction permit
within 12 months from the date of the application.

(c) An instruction permit issued pursuant to subdivision (a) shall entitle
the applicant to operate a vehicle, subject to the limitations imposed by this
section and any other provisions of law, upon the highways for a period not
exceeding 24 months from the date of the application.

(d) ()1 Except as provided in Section 12814.6, any person, while
having in his or her immediate possession a valid permit issued pursuant to
paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, of subdivision (a), may operate a motor

vehicle, other than a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle, when ()2
accompanied by, and under the immediate supervision of, a California

licensed driver with a valid license of the appropriate class, () 318 years of
age or over whose driving privilege is not on probation. Except as
provided in subdivision (e), an accompanying licensed driver at all times
shall occupy a position within the driver’'s compartment that would enable
the accompanying licensed driver to assist the person in controlling the
vehicle as may be necessary to avoid a collision and to provide immediate
guidance in the safe operation of the vehicle.

(e) Any person while having in his or her immediate possession a valid
permit issued pursuant to paragraphs (1) to (4), inclusive, of subdivision
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(a), who is age 15 years and 6 months or over and who has successfully
completed approved courses in automobile education and driver training as
provided in paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6, and any
person while having in his or her immediate possession a valid permit issued
pursuant to subdivision (a) who is age 17 years and 6 months or over, may,
in addition to operating a motor vehicle pursuant to subdivision (d), also
operate a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle, except that the person shall not
operate a motorcycle or a motorized bicycle during hours of darkness, shall
stay off any freeways that have full control of access and no crossings at
grade and shall not carry any passenger except an instructor licensed under
Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 11100) of Division 5 of this code or a
qualified instructor as defined in Section 18252.2 of the Education Code.

(f) () * Any person while having in his or her immediate possession
a valid permit issued pursuant to paragraph (5) of subdivision (a),
may only operate a government-owned motor vehicle, other than a
motorcycle or a motorized bicycle, when taking the driver training
instruction administered by the California National Guard as
required by paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 21814.7.

(9) The department may also issue an instruction permit to a person who
has been issued a valid driver’s license to authorize the person to obtain
driver training instruction and to practice that instruction in order to obtain
another class of driver’s license or an endorsement.

(h) The department may further restrict permits issued under
subdivision (a) as it may determine to be appropriate to assure the safe

operation of a motor vehicle by the permittee.

Amended Sec. 11, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 760, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Amended Sec. 14, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 825, Stats. 2001. Effective January 1, 2002.

Amended Sec. 11.5, Ch. 758, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the
following:

1. “Any”

2. “either taking the driver training instruction of a kind referred to in paragraph (3) of subdi-
vision (a) of Section 12814.6, or when practicing that instruction, and when”

3. “25 years of age or over whose driving privilege is not on probation. The age requirement of
this subdivision does not apply if the licensed driver is the parent, spouse, or guardian of the
permitholder or is a licensed or certified driving instructor.”

4. “No student shall take driver training instruction unless he or she is at the same time taking
driver education instruction or has successfully completed driver education.”

Licensee Entitled to One License

12511. No person shall have in his or her possession or otherwise under
his or her control more than one driver’s license.
Amended Ch. 1509, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

License: Age Requirement

12512. Except as provided in Sections 12513, 12514, and 12814.6, no

license to drive shall be issued to a person under the age of 18 years.
Added Sec. 6, Ch. 596, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Junior Permits; Issuance

12513. (a) Upon application, successful completion of tests and
compliance with Sections 17700 to 17705, inclusive, the department may
issue a junior permit to any person 14 years of age, but less than 18, who
establishes eligibility as required by this section. A person is eligible when,
in the opinion of the department, any one or more of the following
circumstances exist:

School or other transportation facilities are inadequate for regular
attendance at school and at activities authorized by the school. The
application for a junior permit shall be accompanied by a signed statement
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from the school principal verifying such facts. A junior permit issued under
this subsection shall be restricted to operating a vehicle from residence to the
school and return.

Reasonable transportation facilities are inadequate and operation of a
vehicle by a minor is necessary due to illness of a family member. The
application shall be accompanied by a signed statement from a physician
familiar with the condition, containing a diagnosis and probable date when
sufficient recovery will have been made to terminate the emergency.

Transportation facilities are inadequate, and use of a motor vehicle is
necessary in the transportation to and from the employment of the applicant
and the applicant’s income from such employment is essential in the support
of the family, or where the applicant's operation of a motor vehicle is
essential to an enterprise from which an appreciable portion of the income of
the family will be derived. The application shall be accompanied by a signed
statement from the parents or the guardian, setting forth the reasons a
permit is necessary under this subsection.

(b) The existence of public transportation at reasonable intervals within
one mile of the residence of the applicant may be considered adequate
grounds for refusal of a junior permit.

(c) The department shall impose restrictions upon junior permits
appropriate to the conditions and area under which they are intended to be
used.

Amended Ch. 947, Stats. 1969. Effective November 10, 1969.

Junior Permits: Duration, Revocation, Cancellation, and Contents

12514. (a) Junior permits issued pursuant to Section 12513 shall not be
valid for a period exceeding that established on the original request as the
approximate date the minor's operation of a vehicle will no longer be
necessary. In any event, no permit shall be valid on or after the 18th birthday
of the applicant.

(b) The department may revoke any permit when to do so is necessary for
the welfare of the minor or in the interests of safety.

(c) If conditions or location of residence, which required the minor’s
operation of a vehicle, change prior to expiration of the permit, the
department may cancel the permit.

(d) Upon a determination that the permittee has operated a vehicle in
violation of restrictions, the department shall revoke the permit.

(e) A junior permit is a form of driver's license that shall include all
information required by subdivision (a) of Section 12811 except for an
engraved picture or photograph of the permittee, and is subject to all
provisions of this code applying to driver’'s licenses, except as otherwise
provided in this section and Section 12513.

() An instruction permit valid for a period of not more than six months
may be issued after eligibility has been established under Section 12513.

(g) The department shall cancel any permit six months from the date of
issuance unless the permittee has complied with one of the conditions

prescribed by paragraph (3) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6.
Amended Sec. 6, Ch. 760, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Amended Sec. 158, Ch. 485, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Amended Sec. 15, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.
Driving for Hire or Truck Driving: Age Limit

12515. (a) No person under the age of 18 years shall be employed for
compensation by another for the purpose of driving a motor vehicle on the
highways.

(b) No person under the age of 21 years shall be employed for
compensation by another to drive, and no person under the age of 21 years
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may drive a motor vehicle, as defined in Section 34500 or subdivision (b) of
Section 15210, that is engaged in interstate commerce, or any motor vehicle
that is engaged in the interstate or intrastate transportation of hazardous
material, as defined in Section 353.

Amended Ch. 1509, Stats. 1988. Effective January 1, 1989.

Age for Driving Schoolbus

12516. It is unlawful for any person under the age of 18 years to drive a
school bus transporting pupils to or from school.

Qualifications of Schoolbus or School Pupil Activity Bus Driver

12517. (a) No person shall operate a schoolbus unless that person has in
his or her immediate possession a valid driver’s license for the appropriate
class of vehicle to be driven endorsed for passenger transportation. When
transporting one or more pupils at or below the 12th-grade level to or from a
public or private school or to or from public or private school activities, the
person shall also have in his or her immediate possession a certificate issued
by the department to permit the operation of schoolbuses.

(b) No person shall operate a school pupil activity bus unless that person
has in his or her immediate possession a valid driver's license for the
appropriate class of vehicle to be driven endorsed for passenger
transportation. When transporting one or more pupils at or below the 12th-
grade level to or from public or private school activities, the person shall also
have in his or her immediate possession a certificate issued by the
department to permit the operation of school pupil activity buses.

(c) The applicant for a certificate to operate a schoolbus or school pupil
activity bus shall meet the eligibility and training requirements specified for
schoolbus and school pupil activity busdrivers in this code, the Education
Code and regulations adopted by the Department of the California Highway
Patrol, and, in addition to the fee authorized in Section 2427, shall pay a fee
of twenty-five dollars ($25) with the application for issuance of an original
certificate, and a fee of twelve dollars ($12) for the renewal of that certificate.

(d) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of a
schoolbus or school pupil activity bus, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall
not be required to reapply for a certificate to satisfy any additional
requirements imposed by the act adding this subdivision until the certificate
he or she holds expires or is canceled or revoked.

Amended Sec. 8, Ch. 440, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Definition of Schoolbus Accident

12517.1. (a) A “schoolbus accident” means any of the following:

(1) A motor vehicle accident resulting in property damage in excess of
() seven hundred fifty dollars ($750) or personal injury, on public or
private property, and involving a schoolbus, youth bus, school pupil activity
bus, or general public paratransit vehicle transporting a pupil.

(2) A collision between a vehicle and a pupil or a schoolbus driver while
the pupil or driver is crossing the highway when the schoolbus flashing red
signal lamps are required to be operated pursuant to Section 22112.

(3) Injury of a pupil inside a vehicle described in paragraph (1) as a result
of acceleration, deceleration, or other movement of the vehicle.

(b) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall investigate all
schoolbus accidents, except that accidents involving only property damage
and occurring entirely on private property shall be investigated only if they
involve a violation of this code.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 766, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the
following “five hundred dollars ($500)”
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Medical Examination Requirements

12517.2. (a) Applicants for an original or renewal certificate to drive a
schoolbus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, general public paratransit
vehicle, or farm labor vehicle shall submit a report of a medical examination
of the applicant given not more than two years prior to the date of the
application by a physician licensed to practice medicine. The report shall be
on a form approved by the department, the Federal Highway
Administration, or the Federal Aviation Administration.

(b) Schoolbus drivers, within the same month of reaching the age of 65
and each 12th month thereafter, shall undergo a physical examination,
pursuant to Section 2804.9, and submit a report of medical examination on a
form as specified in subdivision (a).

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 8, 1993.

Fingerprint Requirements

12517.3. (a) (1) Applicants for an original certificate to drive a
schoolbus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, or general public paratransit
vehicle shall be fingerprinted by the Department of the California Highway
Patrol, on a form provided or approved by the Department of the California
Highway Patrol for submission to the Department of Justice, utilizing the
Applicant Expedite Service or an electronic fingerprinting system.

(2) Applicant fingerprint forms shall be processed and returned to the
office of the Department of the California Highway Patrol from which they
originated not later than 15 working days from the date on which the
fingerprint forms were received by the Department of Justice, unless
circumstances, other than the administrative duties of the Department of
Justice, warrant further investigation.

(3) Applicant fingerprints that are submitted by utilizing an electronic
fingerprinting system shall be processed and returned to the appropriate
office of the Department of the California Highway Patrol within three
working days.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), an applicant for an original
certificate to drive a schoolbus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, or
general public paratransit vehicle may be fingerprinted by a public law
enforcement agency, a school district, or a county office of education utilizing
an electronic fingerprinting system with terminals managed by the
Department of Justice.

(2) The Department of Justice shall provide the fingerprint information
processed pursuant to this subdivision to the appropriate office of the
Department of the California Highway Patrol within three working days of
receipt of the information.

(3) Applicants for an original certificate to drive an ambulance shall

submit a completed fingerprint card to the department.

Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 738, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 229, Stats. 1999. Effective August 26, 1999.

Certificates: Issuance and Restrictions

12517.4. This section governs the issuance of a certificate to drive a
schoolbus, school pupil activity bus, youth bus, general public paratransit
vehicle, or farm labor vehicle.

(@) The driver certificate shall be issued only to applicants meeting all
applicable provisions of this code and passing the examinations prescribed
by the department and the Department of the California Highway Patrol.
The examinations shall be conducted by the Department of the California
Highway Patrol, pursuant to Sections 12517, 12519, 12522, 12523, and
12523.5.
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(b) A temporary driver certificate shall be issued by the Department of
the California Highway Patrol after an applicant has cleared a criminal
history background check by the Department of Justice and, if applicable,
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and has passed the examinations and
meets all other applicable provisions of this code.

(c) A permanent driver’s certificate shall be issued by the department
after an applicant has passed all tests and met all applicable provisions of
this code. Certificates are valid for a maximum of five years and shall expire
on the same date as the applicant’s driver’s license.

(d) No holder of a certificate shall violate any restriction placed on the
certificate. Depending upon the type of vehicle used in the driving test and
the abilities and physical condition of the applicant, the Department of the
California Highway Patrol and the department may place restrictions on a
certificate to assure the safe operation of a motor vehicle and safe
transportation of passengers. These restrictions may include, but are not
limited to, all of the following:

(1) Automatic transmission only.

(2) Hydraulic brakes only.

(3) Type 2 bus only.

(4) Conventional or type 2 bus only.

(5) Two-axle motor truck or passenger vehicle only.

(e) No holder of a certificate shall drive any motor vehicle equipped with
a two-speed rear axle unless the certificate is endorsed: “May drive vehicle

with two-speed rear axle.”
Amended Sec. 1, Ch. 1043, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Paratransit Vehicles: Drivers

12517.5. A person who is employed as a driver of a paratransit vehicle
shall not operate that vehicle unless the person meets both of the following
requirements:

(a) Has in his or her immediate possession a valid driver’s license of a
class appropriate to the vehicle driven.

(b) Successfully completes, during each calendar year, four hours of
training administered by, or at the direction of, his or her employer or the
employer’'s agent on the safe operation of paratransit vehicles and four hours
of training on the special transportation needs of the persons he or she is
employed to transport.

This subdivision may be satisfied if the driver receives transportation
training or a certificate, or both, pursuant to Section () 40082, 40083, 40085,
40085.5, or 40088 of the Education Code.

The employer shall maintain a record of the current training received by
each driver in his or her employ and shall present that record on demand to
any authorized representative of the Department of the California Highway

Patrol.

Added Sec. 2, Ch. 241, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999.

Amended Sec. 18, Ch. 1007, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Amended Sec. 217, Ch. 664, Stats. 2002. Effective January 1, 2003.

The 2002 amendment added the italicized material, and at the point(s) indicated, deleted the
following “38157, 38158, 38161, 38162, or 38165”

Nonresident Minor Member of Armed Forces

12518. The provisions of Section 12504 shall apply to any nonresident
who is under the age of 18 years and who is a member of the armed forces of
the United States on active duty within this state, except that the maximum
period during which such nonresident may operate a motor vehicle in this
state without obtaining a driver’s license or a nonresident minor’s certificate
shall be limited to a period of 60 days immediately following the entry of such
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nonresident into this state.
Amended Ch. 1748, Stats. 1971. Operative March 4, 1972.

Farm Labor Vehicle Driver’'s Certificate

12519. (a) No person shall operate a farm labor vehicle unless the
person has in his or her possession a driver’s license for the appropriate class
of vehicle to be driven, endorsed for passenger transportation and, when
transporting one or more farmworker passengers, a certificate issued by the
department to permit the operation of farm labor vehicles.

(b) The applicants shall present evidence that they have successfully
completed the driver training course developed by the Department of
Education pursuant to Section 40081 of the Education Code, and approved
by the Department of Motor Vehicles and the Department of the California
Highway Patrol before a permanent certificate will be issued.

(c) The certificate shall be issued only to applicants qualified by
examinations prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of the California Highway Patrol and upon payment of a fee of
twelve dollars ($12) to the Department of the California Highway Patrol. The
examinations shall be conducted by the Department of the California
Highway Patrol.

(d) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of a farm
labor vehicle, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall not be required to reapply
for a certificate to satisfy any additional requirements imposed by the act
adding this subdivision until the certificate he or she holds expires or is

canceled or revoked.
Amended Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

Tow Truck Driver Certificate

12520. (a) No person employed as a tow truck driver, as defined in
Section 2430.1, shall operate a tow truck unless that person has, in his or her
immediate possession, a valid California driver’s license of an appropriate
class for the vehicle to be driven, and a tow truck driver certificate issued by
the department or a temporary tow truck driver certificate issued by the
Department of the California Highway Patrol, to permit the operation of the
tow truck.

(b) When notified that the applicant has been cleared through the
Department of Justice or the Federal Bureau of Investigation, or both, and if
the applicant meets all other applicable provisions of this code, the
department shall issue a permanent tow truck driver certificate. The
permanent tow truck driver certificate shall be valid for a maximum of five
years and shall expire on the same date as that of the applicant’s driver’s

license.
Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 1043, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Tour Bus Operator Requirements

12521. An operator of a tour bus shall, at all times when operating the
tour bus, do all of the following:

(a) Use a safety belt.

(b) Report any accidents involving the tour bus to the Department of the

California Highway Patrol.
Repealed and Added Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

First Aid Exam for Schoolbus and Youth Bus Drivers
12522. (a) Every person who operates a schoolbus or youth bus in the
transportation of school pupils shall, in addition to any other requirement for

a schoolbus or youth bus driver’s certificate, qualify by an examination on
first aid practices deemed necessary for schoolbus operators or youth bus
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operators. Standards for examination shall be determined by the Emergency
Medical Services Authority after consultation with the State Department of
Education, the Department of Motor Vehicles, and the Department of the
California Highway Patrol. The local school authority employing the
applicant shall provide a course of instruction concerning necessary first aid
practices.

(b) The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall conduct the
first aid examination as part of the examination of applicants for a schoolbus
or youth bus driver’s certificate and shall certify to the Department of Motor
Vehicles that the applicant has satisfactorily demonstrated his or her
qualifications in first aid practices, knowledge of schoolbus or youth bus laws
and regulations, and ability to operate a schoolbus or youth bus. The first aid
certifications shall be valid for the term of the schoolbus or youth bus driver’s
certificate.

(c) The first aid examination may be waived if the applicant possesses
either of the following minimum qualifications:

(1) A current first aid certificate issued by the American Red Cross or by
an organization whose first aid training program is at least equivalent to the
American Red Cross first aid training program, as determined by the
Emergency Medical Services Authority. The Emergency Medical Services
Authority may charge a fee, sufficient to cover its administrative costs of
approval, to an organization that applies to have its first aid training
program approved for purposes of this paragraph.

(2) A current license as a physician and surgeon, osteopathic physician
and surgeon, or registered nurse, or a current certificate as a physician’s
assistant or emergency medical technician. The first aid certificate or license
shall be maintained throughout the term of the schoolbus or youth bus
driver’s certificate and shall be presented upon demand of any traffic officer.
The schoolbus or youth bus driver’s certificate shall not be valid during any
time that the driver fails to maintain and possess that license or certificate
after the first aid examination has been waived.

Amended Ch. 226, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Youth Bus Driver’s Certificate

12523. (a) No person shall operate a youth bus without having in
possession a valid driver’s license of the appropriate class, endorsed for
passenger transportation and a certificate issued by the department to
permit the operation of a youth bus.

(b) Applicants for a certificate to drive a youth bus shall present evidence
that they have successfully completed a driver training course administered
by or at the direction of their employer consisting of a minimum of 10 hours
of classroom instruction covering applicable laws and regulations and
defensive driving practices and a minimum of 10 hours of behind-the-wheel
training in a vehicle to be used as a youth bus. Applicants seeking to renew
a certificate to drive a youth bus shall present evidence that they have
received two hours of refresher training during each 12 months of driver
certificate validity.

(c) The driver certificate shall be issued only to applicants qualified by
examinations prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of the California Highway Patrol, and upon payment of a fee of
twenty-five dollars ($25) for an original certificate and twelve dollars ($12)
for the renewal of that certificate to the Department of the California
Highway Patrol. The examinations shall be conducted by the Department of
the California Highway Patrol. The Department of Motor Vehicles may deny,
suspend, or revoke a certificate valid for driving a youth bus for the causes
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specified in this code or in regulations adopted pursuant to this code.

(d) An operator of a youth bus shall, at all times when operating a youth
bus, do all of the following:

(1) Use seat belts.

(2) Refrain from smoking.

(3) Report any accidents reportable under Section 16000 to the
Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(e) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of a youth
bus, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall not be required to reapply for a
certificate to satisfy any additional requirements imposed by the act adding
this subdivision until the certificate he or she holds expires or is canceled or
revoked.

Amended Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.

General Public Paratransit Driver's Certificate

12523.5. (a) No person shall operate a general public paratransit
vehicle unless he or she has in his or her possession a valid driver’s license of
the appropriate class endorsed for passenger transportation when operating
a vehicle designed, used, or maintained for carrying more than 10 persons
including the driver and either (1) a certificate issued by the department to
permit the operation of a general public paratransit vehicle, or (2) a
certificate issued by the department to drive a schoolbus or school pupil
activity bus pursuant to Section 12517.

(b) Applicants for a certificate to drive a general public paratransit
vehicle shall pay a fee to the Department of the California Highway Patrol of
twenty-five dollars ($25) for an original certificate and twelve dollars ($12)
for a renewal certificate. Applicants for an original certificate shall present
evidence that they have successfully completed a driver training course
consisting of a minimum of 40 hours of instruction within the previous two
years. The instruction shall have covered applicable laws and regulations
and defensive driving practices, a minimum of eight hours of certified
defensive driving, and a minimum of 20 hours of behind-the-wheel training
in a vehicle to be used as a general public paratransit vehicle. Applicants
seeking to renew a certificate valid for driving a general public paratransit
vehicle shall present evidence that they have received two hours of refresher
training during each 12 months of driver certificate validity.

(c) The driver certificate shall be issued only to applicants qualified by
examinations prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of the California Highway Patrol. The examinations shall be
conducted by the Department of the California Highway Patrol. The
Department of Motor Vehicles may deny, suspend, or revoke a certificate
valid for driving a general public paratransit vehicle for the causes specified
in this code or the Education Code or in regulations adopted pursuant to this
code or the Education Code.

(d) An operator of a general public paratransit vehicle shall do all of the
following:

(1) Use seat belts.

(2) Refrain from smoking.

(3) Report any accident reportable under Section 16000 to the
Department of the California Highway Patrol.

(e) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of a general
public paratransit vehicle, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall not be
required to reapply for a certificate to satisfy any additional requirements
imposed by the act adding this subdivision until the certificate he or she

holds expires or is canceled or revoked.
Amended Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.
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Driver's Certificate for Driving Developmentally Disabled

12523.6. (@) (1) On and after March 1, 1998, no person who is employed
primarily as a driver of a motor vehicle that is used for the transportation of
persons with developmental disabilities, as defined in subdivision (a) of
Section 4512 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, shall operate that motor
vehicle unless that person has in his or her possession a valid driver’s license
of the appropriate class and a valid special driver certificate issued by the
department.

(2) This subdivision only applies to a person who is employed by a
business, a nonprofit organization, or a state or local public agency.

(b) The special driver certificate shall be issued only to an applicant who
has cleared a criminal history background check by the Department of
Justice and, if applicable, by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.

(1) In order to determine the applicant’s suitability as the driver of a
vehicle used for the transportation of persons with developmental
disabilities, the Department of the California Highway Patrol shall require
the applicant to furnish to that department, on a form provided or approved
by that department for submission to the Department of Justice, a full set of
fingerprints sufficient to enable a criminal background investigation.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3), an applicant shall furnish to the
Department of the California Highway Patrol evidence of having resided in
this state for seven consecutive years immediately prior to the date of
application for the certificate.

(3) If an applicant is unable to furnish the evidence required under
paragraph (2), the Department of the California Highway Patrol shall
require the applicant to furnish an additional full set of fingerprints. That
department shall submit those fingerprint cards to the Department of
Justice. The Department of Justice shall, in turn, submit the additional full
set of fingerprints required under this paragraph to the Federal Bureau of
Investigation for a national criminal history record check.

(4) Applicant fingerprint forms shall be processed and returned to the
area office of the Department of the California Highway Patrol from which
they originated not later than 15 working days from the date on which the
fingerprint forms were received by the Department of Justice, unless
circumstances, other than the administrative duties of the Department of
Justice, warrant further investigation. Upon implementation of an electronic
fingerprinting system with terminals located statewide and managed by the
Department of Justice, the Department of Justice shall ascertain the
information required pursuant to this subdivision within three working
days.

(5) The applicant shall pay, in addition to the fees authorized in Section
2427, a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25) for an original certificate and twelve
dollars ($12) for the renewal of that certificate to the Department of the
California Highway Patrol.

(c) A certificate issued under this section shall not be deemed a
certification to operate a particular vehicle that otherwise requires a driver’s
license or endorsement for a particular class under this code.

(d) On or after March 1, 1998, no person who operates a business or a
nonprofit organization or agency shall employ a person who is employed
primarily as a driver of a motor vehicle for hire that is used for the
transportation of persons with developmental disabilities unless the
employed person operates the motor vehicle in compliance with subdivision
(a).

(e) Nothing in this section precludes an employer of persons who are
occasionally used as drivers of motor vehicles for the transportation of
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persons with developmental disabilities from requiring those persons, as a
condition of employment, to obtain a special driver certificate pursuant to
this section or precludes any volunteer driver from applying for a special
driver certificate.

(f) As used in this section, a person is employed primarily as driver if that
person performs at least 50 percent of his or her time worked including, but
not limited to, time spent assisting persons onto and out of the vehicle, or at
least 20 hours a week, whichever is less, as a compensated driver of a motor
vehicle for hire for the transportation of persons with developmental
disabilities.

(g) This section does not apply to any person who has successfully
completed a background investigation prescribed by law, including, but not
limited to, health care transport vehicle operators, or to the operator of a
taxicab regulated pursuant to Section 21100. This section does not apply to
a person who holds a valid certificate, other than a farm labor vehicle driver
certificate, issued under Section 12517.4 or 12527. This section does not
apply to a driver who provides transportation on a noncommercial basis to

persons with developmental disabilities.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 595, Stats. 1997. Effective September 30, 1997.
Amended Sec. 53, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Supersedes Ch. 485.

Radioactive Materials Driver’s Certificate

12524. (a) No class A, class B, or class C driver’s licenseholder shall
operate a vehicle hauling fissile class Il shipments or large quantity
radioactive materials, as defined in Section 173.403 of Title 49 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, unless the driver possesses a valid license of the
appropriate class and a radioactive materials driver’s certificate, issued by
the Department of Motor Vehicles, which permits the driver to operate those
vehicles.

(b) Applicants for the certificates shall present evidence to the
Department of Motor Vehicles that they have successfully completed the
radioactive materials hauler driving training course developed by the
Department of Motor Vehicles and the Department of the California
Highway Patrol before a certificate may be issued. Either the employer of the
driver or a driving school licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with
Section 11100) of Division 5 may administer the training course.

(c) The certificate shall be issued only to applicants qualified by
examinations prescribed by the Department of Motor Vehicles and the
Department of the California Highway Patrol. These examinations shall be
conducted by the Department of Motor Vehicles, and an examination fee of
twelve dollars ($12) shall be paid by the applicant to the Department of
Motor Vehicles.

(d) Any application for an original radioactive materials driver’'s
certificate or renewal of the certificate and any radioactive materials driver’s
certificate issued pursuant to this section shall be subject to the provisions of
Section 13369.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Operation by Mechanics or Maintenance Personnel

12525. Mechanics or other maintenance personnel may operate vehicles
requiring certificates issued pursuant to Section 2512, 12517, 12519, 12523,
or 12523.5 without obtaining those certificates if that operation is within the
course of their employment and they do not transport pupils or members of

the public.
Repealed and Added, Ch. 1360, Stats. 1990. Effective January 1, 1991.
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Ambulance Driver Certificate

12527. In addition to satisfying all requirements specified in this code
and regulations adopted pursuant to this code, an applicant for an
ambulance driver certificate shall satisfy all of the following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided, every ambulance driver responding to
an emergency call or transporting patients shall be at least 18 years of age,
hold a driver’s license valid in California, possess a valid ambulance driver
certificate, and be trained and competent in ambulance operation and the
use of safety and emergency care equipment required by the California Code
of Regulations governing ambulances.

(b) Except as provided in subdivision (f), no person shall operate an
ambulance unless the person has in his or her immediate possession a
driver's license for the appropriate class of vehicle to be driven, and a
certificate issued by the department to permit the operation of an
ambulance.

(c) Anambulance driver certificate may be issued by the department only
upon the successful completion of an examination conducted by the
department and subject to all of the following conditions:

(1) An applicant for an original or renewal driver certificate shall submit
a report of medical examination on a form approved by the department, the
Federal Highway Administration, or the Federal Aviation Administration.
The report shall be dated within the two years preceding the application
date.

(2) An applicant for an original driver certificate shall submit an
acceptable fingerprint card.

(3) The certificate to drive an ambulance shall be valid for a period not
exceeding five years and six months and shall expire on the same date as the
driver’s license. The ambulance driver certificate shall be valid only when
both of the following conditions exist:

(A) The certificate is accompanied by a medical examination certificate
that was issued within the preceding two years and approved by the
department, Federal Highway Administration, or Federal Aviation
Administration.

(B) A copy of the medical examination report from which the certificate
was issued is on file with the department.

(4) The ambulance driver certificate is renewable under conditions
prescribed by the department. Except as permitted under paragraphs (2) and
(3) of subdivision (d), applicants renewing an ambulance driver certificate
shall possess certificates or licenses evidencing compliance with the
emergency medical training and educational standards for ambulance
attendants established by the Emergency Medical Service Authority.

(d) (1) Every ambulance driver shall have been trained to assist the
ambulance attendant in the care and handling of the ill and injured.

Except as provided in paragraph (2), the driver of a California-based
ambulance shall, within one year of initial issuance of the driver's ambulance
driver certificate, possess a certificate or license evidencing compliance with
the emergency medical training and educational standards established for
ambulance attendants by the Emergency Medical Service Authority. In those
emergencies requiring both the regularly assigned driver and attendant to be
utilized in providing patient care, the specialized emergency medical
training requirement shall not apply to persons temporarily detailed to drive
the ambulance.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to an ambulance driver who is a
volunteer driver for a volunteer ambulance service under the circumstances
specified in this paragraph, if the service is provided in the unincorporated
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areas of a county with a population of less than 125,000 persons, as
determined by the most recent federal decennial census. The operation of an
ambulance under this paragraph shall only apply if the name of the driver
and the volunteer ambulance service and facts substantiating the public
health necessity for an exemption are submitted to the department by the
county board of supervisors and by at least one of the following entities in the
county where the driver operates the ambulance:

(A) The county health officer.

(B) The county medical care committee.

(C) The local emergency medical services agency coordinator.

(3) The information required by paragraph (2) shall be submitted to the
department at the time of application for an ambulance driver certificate.
Upon receipt of that information, the department shall restrict the certificate
holder to driving an ambulance for the volunteer ambulance service.

(4) The director may terminate any certificate issued pursuant to
paragraph (2) at any time the department determines that the qualifying
conditions specified therein no longer exist.

(5) The exemption granted pursuant to paragraph (2) shall expire on the
expiration date of the ambulance driver certificate.

(e) A person holding a valid certificate to permit the operation of an
ambulance, issued prior to January 1, 1991, shall not be required to reapply
for a certificate to satisfy the requirements of this section until the certificate
he or she holds expires or is canceled or revoked.

(f) An ambulance certificate is not required for persons operating
ambulances in the line of duty as salaried, regular, full-time police officers,
deputy sheriffs, or members of a fire department of a public agency. This
exemption does not include volunteers and part-time employees or members

of a department whose duties are primarily clerical or administrative.

Amended Ch.954, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.
Amended Sec. 12, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 1043, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Article 2. Student Licenses

Application

12650. (a) Any student over 15 years of age taking a course in
automobile driver training, maintained pursuant to Articlel2 (commencing
with Section 41900) of Chapter 5 of Part 24 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Education Code, in a secondary school or enrolled in a driver training course
offered by a private or parochial school of secondary level may apply to the
principal of the school for a student license.

(b) The application shall be signed by the applicant before the principal of
the school, or a staff member assigned to such duty. The application shall be
accompanied by a statement signed by the parents or guardian or person
having custody of the minor, consenting to the issuance of a student license
to the student and accepting liability for civil damages arising out of the
student driving a motor vehicle upon a highway as provided for in Division 9
(commencing with Section 17000) of this code.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of this code, if the person or
persons required to sign a statement consenting to the issuance of a student
license and accepting liability as provided in subdivision (b) are not residents
of this state and the student resides at the school, or the student is a foster
child with no parents or guardian available to sign this statement, the
application may be accepted if the principal of the school or staff member
assigned such duties certifies that the school has filed with the department
a certificate of insurance carrier or surety company that there is in effect a
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policy or bond meeting the requirements of Section 16056, and that such
policy or bond will cover the liability for civil damages arising out of the

student driving a motor vehicle upon a highway.
Amended Ch. 579, Stats. 1977. Effective January 1, 1978.

Issuance

12651. The principal or staff member assigned such duty may issue or
reissue a student license without cost when ever in his opinion the applicant
is qualified to take the course of instruction and has filed a proper application
therefor.

Amended Ch. 162, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Limitations

12652. A student license shall limit the operation of a motor vehicle to
such times as the licensee is taking driver training in connection with the
driver education program and then only at the direction and under the
supervision of the instructor and shall be valid only for the period covered by
the course and for not more than one year from the date of issuance.

Cancellation

12653. A student license may be canceled by the principal of the school
or by the department whenever, in the opinion of either, the safety of the
licensee or other persons requires the action and shall be canceled upon the
written request of the parent or other person who signed the consent to issue
the license.

Amended Ch. 162, Stats. 1978. Effective January 1, 1979.

Student Licenses Issued by Driving Schools: Fees

12660. (a) The department may establish a program authorizing a
driving school licensed pursuant to Chapter 1 (commencing with Section
11100) of Division 5 to issue a student license to operate a class 3 vehicle to
any applicant 15 years of age or older, subject to the conditions specified in
subdivision (d).

(b) The department may charge any driving school participating in the
program a fee not to exceed two dollars ($2) per applicant to recover the
department’s cost in establishing and monitoring the program. The fee that
a participating school may charge an applicant for a student license may not
exceed the fee which the department charges the school for the license.

(¢) The department may remove a driving school from the program if the
department determines that the school has issued a student license
fraudulently, or has otherwise not followed the requirements of the program.
This fraudulent conduct may result in cause for suspension or revocation of
the driving school license.

(d) (1) Applicants shall meet the qualification standards specified in
regulations adopted by the department pursuant to Section 12661. The
student license application shall be accompanied by a statement signed by
the parents or guardian, or person having custody of the minor, consenting
to the issuance of a student license to the applicant.

(2) No licensed driving school shall issue a student license to any
applicant under the age of 17 years and six months unless that applicant
shows either proof of enrollment in, or satisfactory completion of, an
approved course in driver education, pursuant to standards specified in
paragraph (4) of subdivision (a) of Section 12814.6.

(e) A driving school owner or an independent instructor licensed under
Section 11105.5 shall maintain liability insurance for bodily injury or
property damage caused by the use of a motor vehicle in driving instruction,
and for the liability of the driving school, the instructor, and the student, in



Div. 6 —453— §12800

accordance with Section 11103.

(f) The department shall submit a report to the Legislature on the
progress of the program established pursuant to subdivision (a) within two
years after the program is implemented. The report shall include, but not be
limited to, an analysis of the costs and benefits of the program and shall
include recommendations by the department.

(g) The director may terminate the program at any time the department
determines that continued operation of the program would have an adverse
effect on traffic safety. The finding upon which the termination is based shall
be reported to the Legislature within 30 days following termination of the
program.

Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 760, Stats. 1997. Effective January 1, 1998.

Regulations

12661. The department, in consultation with the State Department of
Education, shall adopt regulations for the issuance of student licenses
pursuant to Section 12660. The department and the State Department of
Education shall seek advice and input on those regulations from the public,
law enforcement, and the driving school industry. The regulations shall
include all of the following:

(@) Standards and procedures for the issuance of student licenses
pursuant to Section 12660, including the determination of an applicant’'s
qualifications under Section 12805.

(b) Standards and procedures to ensure that all records of a driving school
relating to the physical or mental condition of any student are confidential,
except to the department.

(c) Standards and procedures for monitoring the issuance of student
licenses.

(d) A requirement that each student license issued pursuant to Section
12660 be accompanied by a verbal and written description of the limitations
of that license in terms of duration and use.

(e) Any other requirements necessary to carry out Section 12660.

Added Ch. 1029, Stats. 1987. Effective January 1, 1988.

Article 3. Issuance and Renewal of Licenses

Applications

12800. Every application for an original or a renewal of, a driver’s
license shall contain all of the following information:

(@) The applicant’s true full name, age, sex, mailing address, residence
address, and social security number.

(b) A brief description of the applicant for the purpose of identification.

(c) A legible print of the thumb or finger of the applicant.

(d) The type of motor vehicle or combination of vehicles the applicant
desires to operate.

(e) Whether the applicant has ever previously been licensed as a driver
and, if so, when and in what state or country and whether or not the license
has been suspended or revoked and, if so, the date of and reason for the
suspension or revocation.

(f) Whether the applicant has ever previously been refused a driver’s
license in this state and, if so, the date of and the reason for the refusal.

(g) Whether the applicant, within the last three years, has experienced,
on one or more occasions, either a lapse of consciousness or an episode of
marked confusion caused by any condition which may bring about recurrent
lapses, or whether the applicant has any disease, disorder, or disability
which affects ability to exercise reasonable and ordinary control in operating




§12800.5 —454— Div. 6

a motor vehicle upon a highway.

(h) Whether the applicant understands traffic signs and signals.

(i) Whether the applicant has ever previously been issued an
identification card by the department.

(i) Any other information necessary to enable the department to

determine whether the applicant is entitled to a license under this code.
Amended Ch. 928, Stats. 1991. Effective October 14, 1991.

Driver License: Full Face Photographs: Sale of Information Prohibited:
Required Notice

12800.5. (@) (1) A license shall bear a fullface engraved picture or
photograph of the licensee.

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department shall not,
unless requested by the licensee, distribute or sell the licensee’s picture or
photograph or any information pertaining to the licensee’'s physical
characteristics to any private individual, other than the licensee, or to any
firm, copartnership, association, or corporation. This paragraph does not
apply to any private business entity that contracts with the department for
the production of driver's licenses and identification cards, if the contract
prohibits the unauthorized use and disclosure of the information.

(b) A license, including a temporary license issued pursuant to Section
12506, shall bear the following notice: “This license is issued as a license to
drive a motor vehicle; it does not establish eligibility for employment, voter
registration, or public benefits.”

(c) The department may demand proof of age prior to the issuance of a
license.

Amended Ch. 820, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 13, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.
Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 489, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Verification of Name and Address

12800.7. Upon application for an original or duplicate license the
department may require the applicant to produce any identification that it
determines is necessary in order to ensure that the name of the applicant
stated in the application is his or her true, full name and that his or her
residence address as set forth in the application is his or her true residence
address.

Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 1008, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Social Security Number Required

12801. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the department
shall require every application for a driver’s license to contain the applicant’s
social security number and any other number or identifier determined to be
appropriate by the department.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, the social security number collected
on a driver’s license application shall not be displayed on the driver’s license,
including, but not limited to, inclusion on any magnetic tape or strip used to
store data on the license.

Amended Ch. 635, Stats. 1992. Effective September 14, 1992.

Verification of Citizenship or Legal Residence

12801.5. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
department shall require every applicant for an original driver’s license or
identification card to submit satisfactory proof that the applicant’s presence
in the United States is authorized under federal law.

(b) The department shall not issue an original driver's license or
identification card to any person who does not submit satisfactory proof that
the applicant’s presence in the United States is authorized under federal law.
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(c) The department shall adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of
this section, including procedures for, but not limited to, (1) verifying that the
applicant’s presence in the United States is authorized under federal law, (2)
issuance of temporary licenses pending verification of status, and (3) appeals
hearings from denials of licenses, temporary licenses, or identification cards.

(d) On January 10, 1995, and on January 10 of each subsequent year
thereafter, the department shall submit a supplemental budget report to the
Governor and the Legislature detailing the costs of verifying the citizenship
or legal residency of applicants for driver’s licenses and identification cards,
in order for the state to request reimbursement from the federal government.

(e) Notwithstanding Section 40300 or any other provision of law, a peace
officer shall not detain or arrest a person solely on the belief that the person
is an unlicensed driver, unless the officer has reasonable cause to believe the
person driving is under the age of 16 years.

(f) The inability to obtain a driver’s license pursuant to this section does
not abrogate or diminish in any respect the legal requirement of every driver
in this state to obey the motor vehicle laws of this state, including laws with

respect to licensing, motor vehicle registration, and financial responsibility.

Added Ch. 820, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative March 1, 1994.
Amended Ch. 675, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Driver’'s Licenses: Deported Aliens

12801.7. (a) The department shall not issue an original driver’s license
or identification card, or a renewal, duplicate, or replacement driver’s license
or identification card to any person for whom the department has received
notice from the United States Immigration and Naturalization Service that
the person has been determined and found by the United States Immigration
and Naturalization Service to be a deported alien under Section 1252 of Title
8 of the United States Code.

(b) (1) The department shall cancel any driver’s license or identification
card issued to any person identified as specified in subdivision (a).

(2) The cancellation shall become effective on the 30th day after the date
the cancellation notice is mailed to the person, except as authorized under
paragraph (3).

(3) The person may request a review of the intended cancellation during
the 30-day period specified in paragraph (2) and, if proof is provided to show
the person is legally present in the United States as authorized under federal
law, the department shall rescind the cancellation.

(4) The cancellation notice shall be mailed to the person’s last known
address.

(c) The department shall require an applicant for a driver’s license whose
license was canceled under this section to submit satisfactory proof that the
applicant’s presence in the United States is authorized under federal law.

(d) This section shall become operative on, and apply only to persons

determined and found to be a deported alien after, July 1, 1997.
Added Sec. 1, Ch. 1168, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Operative July 1, 1997.

Driver’s Licenses: Legal Nonimmigrants

12801.8. (a) In the case of a legal, nonimmigrant driver's license
applicant, the department shall issue a temporary driver’s license, valid for
90 days, if the applicant has successfully completed the application and the
related requirements for the issuance of a driver’s license under this code,
including subdivision (a) of Section 12805. If the United States Immigration
and Naturalization Service is unable to verify the applicant’s presence before
the temporary driver’s license expires, the department shall, at least 15 days
before the temporary driver’s license expires, extend the temporary driver’s
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license for an additional 120 days and notify the applicant by mail that the
temporary driver’s license is being extended.

(b) If the department adjusts the expiration date of any driver's license
issued pursuant to this code so that the date does not exceed the expiration
date of a federal document submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section
12801.5, the applicant may, upon receipt of a notice of renewal of the driver’s
license by the department sent prior to the expiration of the license, request
an extension of the term of the driver's license by submitting to the
department satisfactory proof that the applicant’s presence in the United
States has been reauthorized or extended under federal law. After verifying
that the applicant’'s presence in the United States has been reauthorized or
extended by federal law, the department shall adjust the expiration date of
the driver’'s license so that it does not exceed the expiration date of the
revised federal document submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section
12801.5 and complies with the related requirements of this code.

(c) On or before July 1, 1997, the department shall establish a procedure
for receiving mailed requests for the extension of driver's licenses as
described in this section.

Added Sec. 1, Ch. 531, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Signature and Verification

12802. Every original application shall be signed and verified by the
applicant before a person authorized to administer oaths and the applicant
shall submit such evidence of age as the department may require, and, if the
applicant is a minor, the application shall also be signed and verified as
provided in Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 17700) of Division 9.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Alcohol Warning

12802.5. Before issuing a driver’s license or permit to any person under
21 years of age, both of the following shall occur:

(@) The department shall inform the applicant of the following:

(1) It is unlawful to drive with a blood-alcohol concentration of 0.01
percent or greater, as measured by a preliminary alcohol screening test or
other chemical test.

(2) The penalty for so driving is a one-year suspension of the driving
privilege.

(3) A refusal to take, or a failure to complete, a preliminary alcohol
screening test or other chemical test for the purpose of determining the level
of alcohol pursuant to Section 13388 shall result in a one-year suspension of
the driving privilege.

(4) The fee for reissuance of a driver’s license after suspension for a
violation of Section 23136 is one hundred dollars ($100). This fee is in
addition to any other fees that may be imposed by the department in
connection with reissuance of a driver’s license.

(b) The applicant shall sign a statement that acknowledges that he or she

has been notified of the information specified in subdivision (a).

Added Ch. 899, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.
Amended Sec. 1.27, Ch. 118, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 22, Stats. 1999. Effective May 26, 1999. Operative July 1, 1999.

Examinations for License
12803. Upon application for an original license, except student licenses,
the department shall require an examination of the applicant and shall make

provision therefor before an officer or employee or authorized representative
of the department in the county wherein the applicant resides.
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Hazardous Materials Certificate: Exemptions

12804.2. (a) Notwithstanding Section 15275, a person with at least a
class C drivers license is exempt from the endorsement requirements of
Section 15275 if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The person is employed in an agricultural operation and is driving a
vehicle, other than a vehicle used in common or contract motor carriage,
controlled by a farmer and transporting agricultural products or farm
machinery or supplies to or from a farm.

(2) (A) The person has completed an agricultural hazardous materials
transportation program offered or approved by the Department of the
California Highway Patrol. The Department of the California Highway
Patrol shall make the program available at no cost, and the program shall
contain information specifically applicable to the safe transportation of
agricultural chemicals and shall not be less than two hours in length. If the
commissioner determines that the program cannot be offered in a particular
area of the state because of personnel constraints, a person in that area may
instead comply with this requirement by receiving agricultural hazardous
materials training, in a program and manner approved by the Department
of the California Highway Patrol, from an organization or a person in a
supervisory position that has been certified by the Department of the
California Highway Patrol.

(B) Upon successful completion of the program specified in subparagraph
(A), a verification of training, valid for four years, shall be issued by the
instructor and shall be carried by the person when operating an implement
of husbandry or a motor vehicle required to display placards or markings
pursuant to Section 27903 or which is hauling hazardous waste, as defined
in Sections 25115 and 25117 of the Health and Safety Code. Within 10 days
of issuance by the instructor, a copy of the verification shall be forwarded by
the person completing the training to the department for inclusion on the
permanent driving record of the person, together with a fee of twelve dollars
($12).

(C) The department, in consultation with the Department of the
California Highway Patrol, shall develop a suitable form for verification of
training.

(3) The person has, within the vehicle, informational material approved
by the Department of the California Highway Patrol, in both English and
Spanish, outlining basic safety procedures to be followed in the event of an
accident. The Department of the California Highway Patrol shall provide the
information required by this subdivision and make it available at no cost to
the person.

(4) The person is operating a vehicle which is an implement of husbandry
or a motor vehicle requiring a class C driver’s license and the distance which
the vehicle is being operated between the final point of distribution and the
ultimate point of application or from part of a farm to another part thereof,
or from one farm to another, is not more than 50 miles.

(5) In lieu of a report of a medical examination required by Section
12804.9, an applicant for a certificate pursuant to paragraph (3) shall, upon
application and every two years thereafter, submit medical information on a
form approved by the department. A person who obtains a verification of
training pursuant to this section, but does not meet the medical
requirements for a hazardous materials endorsement established by the
department under Section 12804.9, is not qualified to transport hazardous
materials.

(6) For purposes of the penalties and sanctions prescribed by Article7
(commencing with Section 15300) of Chapter 7, the operation of a vehicle
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pursuant to this subdivision is deemed to be the operation of a commercial
motor vehicle.

(b) Implementation dates for this section may be established by the
Department of Motor Vehicles by regulation in order to accomplish an

orderly certification program.
Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Change of Class of Minor’s License

12804.5. The class of vehicles permitted to be operated as shown on a
driver’s license held by a minor shall not be changed, unless the parents,
guardians, or person having custody of such minor gives written consent to

the department for such a change.
Added Ch. 97, Stats. 1972. Effective March 7, 1973.

Transit Bus Driver’s Certificate

12804.6. (a) No person shall operate a transit bus transporting
passengers unless that person has received from the department a certificate
to operate a transit bus or is certified to drive a schoolbus or school pupil
activity bus pursuant to Section 12517.

(b) All transit busdrivers shall comply with standards established in
Section 40083 of the Education Code. The Department of Motor Vehicles
shall establish an implementation program for transit busdrivers to meet
these requirements. Any transit busdriver who was employed as a busdriver
on or before July 1, 1990, shall comply with Section 40085.5 of the Education
Code instead of Section 44083 of that code in order to receive his or her
original certificate.

(c) Implementation procedures for the issuance of transit busdrivers’
certificates may be established by the Department of Motor Vehicles as
necessary to implement an orderly transit busdriver training program.

(d) The department shall issue a transit busdriver certificate to any
person who provides either of the following:

(1) Proof that he or she has complied with Section 40083 of the Education
Code.

(2) Proof that he or she has complied with Section 40085.5 of the
Education Code.

(e) The department may charge a fee of ten dollars ($10) to an applicant
for an original or a duplicate or renewal certificate under this section.

() The department shall issue a certificate to the applicant. The status of
the certificate shall also become part of the pull notice and periodic reports
issued pursuant to Section 1808.1. The certificate or the pull notice or
periodic reports shall become part of, the person’s employee records for the
purpose of inspection pursuant to Sections 1808.1 and 34501. It shall be
unlawful for the employer to permit a person to drive a transit bus who does
not have a valid certificate.

(g) The term of a certificate shall be a period not to exceed five years, and

shall expire with the driver’s license.
Amended Sec. 4, Ch. 1043, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997.

Implements of Husbandry: Exemption

12804.7. Notwithstanding subdivision (b) of Section 12804.9, class C
also includes any two-axle motortruck or implement of husbandry weighing
4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing an implement of husbandry as
specified in subdivision (n) of Section 36005, except that those vehicles shall
not be operated in excess of 25 miles per hour on the highways and for not

more than 25 miles on the highway from their point of origin.
Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.
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Departmental Studies: Incompetent or Unqualified Drivers

12804.8. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
department may conduct studies to develop and identify examinations and
tests, to more accurately identify persons who, due to physical or mental
factors, or both, are not competent or qualified to safely operate a motor
vehicle.

(b) In addition to any other tests or examinations required under this
code, the department may require any person applying for an original
driver’s license or renewal of a driver’s license, or any person subject to
reexamination under Section 13801, to submit to one or more tests or
examinations which are part of a study.

(c) The results and information obtained during the study, through the
tests and examinations specified in subdivision (a), shall be used only to
assess and evaluate the effectiveness of the tests and examinations and to
select tests and examinations for use by the department, and for no other
purpose. The results of the tests are confidential and shall not be disclosed to
any person.

(d) No public entity or employee shall be liable for any loss, detriment, or
injury resulting directly or indirectly from the department’s acts or failure to

act on information received through the studies.
Added Ch. 546, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Examination and Driving Test: Classifications

12804.9. (a) (1) The examination shall include all of the following:

(A) A test of the applicant’'s knowledge and understanding of the
provisions of this code governing the operation of vehicles upon the
highways.

(B) A testof the applicant’s ability to read and understand simple English
used in highway traffic and directional signs.

(C) A test of the applicant’s understanding of traffic signs and signals,
including the bikeway signs, markers, and traffic control devices established
by the Department of Transportation.

(D) An actual demonstration of the applicant’s ability to exercise ordinary
and reasonable control in operating a motor vehicle by driving it under the
supervision of an examining officer. The applicant shall submit to an
examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles he or she desires a license to drive, except that the department may
waive the driving test part of the examination for any applicant who submits
a license issued by another state, territory, or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the
department verifies through any acknowledged national driver record data
source that there are no stops, holds, or other impediments to its issuance.
The examining officer may request to see evidence of financial responsibility
for the vehicle prior to supervising the demonstration of the applicant's
ability to operate the vehicle. The examining officer may refuse to examine
an applicant who is unable to provide proof of financial responsibility for the
vehicle, unless proof of financial responsibility is not required by this code.

(E) A test of the hearing and eyesight of the applicant, and of other
matters that may be necessary to determine the applicant's mental and
physical fitness to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways, and whether
any grounds exist for refusal of a license under this code.

(2) The examination for a class A or class B license under subdivision (b)
shall also include a report of a medical examination of the applicant given not
more than two years prior to the date of the application by a health care
professional. As used in this subdivision, “health care professional” means a
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person who is licensed, certified, or registered in accordance with applicable
state laws and regulations to practice medicine and perform physical
examinations in the United States of America. Health care professionals are
doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, and
advanced practice nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who are clinically
competent to perform the medical examination presently required of motor
carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration. The report shall be
on a form approved by the department, the Federal Highway
Administration, or the Federal Aviation Administration. In establishing the
requirements, consideration may be given to the standards presently
required of motor carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration.

(3) Any physical defect of the applicant, which, in the opinion of the
department, is compensated for to ensure safe driving ability, shall not
prevent the issuance of a license to the applicant.

(b) Beginning on January 1, 1989, in accordance with the following
classifications, any applicant for a driver’s license shall be required to submit
to an examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles the applicant desires a license to drive:

(1) Class A includes the following:

(A) Any combination of vehicles, if any vehicle being towed has a gross
vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds.

(B) Any vehicle towing more than one vehicle.

(C) Any trailer bus.

(D) The operation of all vehicles under class B and class C.

(2) Class B includes the following:

(A) Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than
26,000 pounds.

(B) Any single vehicle with three or more axles, except any three-axle
vehicle weighing less than 6,000 pounds.

(C) Any bus except a trailer bus.

(D) Any farm labor vehicle.

(E) Any single vehicle with three or more axles or a gross vehicle weight
rating of more than 26,000 pounds towing another vehicle with a gross
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

(F) Any house car over 40 feet in length, excluding safety devices and
safety bumpers.

(G) The operation of all vehicles covered under class C.

(3) Class C includes the following:

(A) Any two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000
pounds or less, including when the vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer
with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), any two-axle vehicle weighing
4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing a trailer coach not exceeding
9,000 pounds gross.

(C) Any house car of 40 feet in length or less.

(D) Any three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds or less gross.

(E) Any house car of 40 feet in length or less or vehicle towing another
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, including
when a tow dolly is used. No vehicle shall tow another vehicle in violation of
Section 21715.

(F) (i) Any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen
when towing either a trailer coach or a fifth-wheel travel trailer not
exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing of the
trailer is not for compensation.

(ii) Any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when
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towing a fifth-wheel travel trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not
exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing of the
trailer is not for compensation, and if the person has passed a specialized
written examination provided by the department relating to the knowledge
of this code and other safety aspects governing the towing of recreational
vehicles upon the highway.

The authority to operate combinations of vehicles under this
subparagraph shall be granted by endorsement on a class C license upon
completion of that written examination.

(G) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination
weight rating or a gross vehicle weight rating, as those terms are defined in
subdivisions (g) and (h), respectively, of Section 15210, of 26,000 pounds or
less, if all of the following conditions are met:

(i) Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a farmer, or an instructor
credentialed in agriculture as part of an instructional program in agriculture
at the high school, community college, or university level.

(if) Is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations.

(iii) Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire carrier or for compensation.

(H) Any motor vehicle over 4,000 pounds unladen when towing a boat
trailer with a gross combination weight rating, as defined in subdivision (g)
of Section 15210, of 26,000 pounds or less under the following conditions:

(i) The combination of vehicles is used to transport a boat for recreational
purposes or to and from a place of repair.

(if) The combination of vehicles is not used in the operations of a common
or contract carrier or in the course of any business endeavor.

(iii) The towing of the trailer is not for compensation.

(iv) The combination of vehicles and its load are not of a size that requires
a permit pursuant to Section 35780.

(1) Class C does not include any two-wheel motorcycle or any two-wheel
motor-driven cycle.

(4) Class M1. Any two-wheel motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. Authority
to operate vehicles included in a class M1 license may be granted by
endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate
examination.

(5) Class M2. Any motorized bicycle or moped, or any bicycle with an
attached motor, except a motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of
Section 406 and a motorized scooter described in Section 407.5. Authority to
operate vehicles included in class M2 may be granted by endorsement on a
class A, B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate examination.
Persons holding a class M1 license or endorsement may operate vehicles
included in class M2 without further examination.

(c) Nodriver's license or driver certificate shall be valid for operating any
commercial motor vehicle, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, any
other motor vehicle defined in paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (b), or any
other vehicle requiring a driver to hold any driver certificate or any driver’s
license endorsement under Section 15275, unless a medical certificate
approved by the department, the Federal Highway Administration, or the
Federal Aviation Administration, that has been issued within two years of
the date of the operation of that vehicle, is within the licensee’s immediate
possession, and a copy of the medical examination report from which the
certificate was issued is on file with the department. Otherwise, the license
shall be valid only for operating class C vehicles that are not commercial
vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, and for operating
class M1 or M2 vehicles, if so endorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as
defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210.
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(d) A license or driver certificate issued prior to the enactment of Chapter
7 (commencing with Section 15200) shall be valid to operate the class or type
of vehicles specified under the law in existence prior to that enactment until
the license or certificate expires or is otherwise suspended, revoked, or
canceled.

(e) The department may accept a certificate of driving skill that is issued
by an employer, authorized by the department to issue a certificate under
Section 15250, of the applicant, in lieu of a driving test, on class A or B
applications, if the applicant has first qualified for a class C license and has
met the other examination requirements for the license for which he or she
is applying. The certificate may be submitted as evidence of the applicant’s
skill in the operation of the types of equipment covered by the license for
which he or she is applying.

(f) The department may accept a certificate of competence in lieu of a
driving test on class M1 or M2 applications, when the certificate is issued by
a law enforcement agency for its officers who operate class M1 or M2 vehicles
in their duties, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements
for the license for which he or she is applying.

(g) The department may accept a certificate of satisfactory completion of
a novice motorcyclist training program approved by the commissioner
pursuant to Section 2932 in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2
applications, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements
for the license for which he or she is applying. The department shall review
and approve the written and driving test used by a program to determine
whether the program may issue a certificate of completion.

(h) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), any person holding a valid
California driver’s license of any class may operate a short-term rental
motorized bicycle without taking any special examination for the operation
of a motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 endorsement on that
license. As used in this paragraph, “short-term” means 48 hours or less.

(i) No person under the age of 21 years shall be issued a class M1 or M2
license or endorsement unless he or she provides evidence satisfactory to the
department of completion of a motorcycle safety training program that is
operated pursuant to Article2 (commencing with Section 2930) of Chapter 5
of Division 2.

(j) Drivers of vanpool vehicles may operate with class C licenses but shall
possess evidence of a medical examination required for a class B license
when operating vanpool vehicles. In order to be eligible to drive the vanpool
vehicle, the driver shall keep in the vanpool vehicle a statement, signed
under penalty of perjury, that he or she has not been convicted of reckless
driving, drunk driving, or a hit-and-run offense in the last five years.

(k) A class M license issued between January 1, 1989, and December 31,
1992, shall permit the holder to operate any motorcycle, motor-driven cycle,
or motorized bicycle until the expiration of the license.

() This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2004, and as
of that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before
January 1, 2004, deletes or extends that date.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Amended Ch. 789, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Amended Ch. 1220, Stats. 1994. Effective September 30, 1994.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 804, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996. Supersedes Sec. 3, Ch. 342,
and Sec. 13, Ch. 766.

Amended and repealed Sec. 1, Ch. 819, Stats. 1996. Effective January 1, 1997. Repeal operative
January 1, 2001.

Amended Sec. 54.5, Ch. 877, Stats. 1998. Effective January 1, 1999. Supersedes Ch. 828.

Amended Sec. 3, Ch. 722, Stats. 1999. Effective January 1, 2000.

Amended Sec. 16, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Amended Sec. 2, Ch. 658, Stats. 2001. Effective October 9, 2001.
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NOTE: The preceding section is repealed January 1, 2004, at which time the fol-
lowing section becomes operative.

12804.9. (a) (1) The examination shall include all of the following:

(A) A test of the applicant's knowledge and understanding of the
provisions of this code governing the operation of vehicles upon the
highways.

(B) A testof the applicant’s ability to read and understand simple English
used in highway traffic and directional signs.

(C) A test of the applicant’s understanding of traffic signs and signals,
including the bikeway signs, markers, and traffic control devices established
by the Department of Transportation.

(D) An actual demonstration of the applicant’s ability to exercise ordinary
and reasonable control in operating a motor vehicle by driving it under the
supervision of an examining officer. The applicant shall submit to an
examination appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles he or she desires a license to drive, except that the department may
waive the driving test part of the examination for any applicant who submits
a license issued by another state, territory, or possession of the United
States, the District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the
department verifies through any acknowledged national driver record data
source that there are no stops, holds, or other impediments to its issuance.
The examining officer may request to see evidence of financial responsibility
for the vehicle prior to supervising the demonstration of the applicant’s
ability to operate the vehicle. The examining officer may refuse to examine
an applicant who is unable to provide proof of financial responsibility for the
vehicle, unless proof of financial responsibility is not required by this code.

(E) A test of the hearing and eyesight of the applicant, and of other
matters that may be necessary to determine the applicant's mental and
physical fitness to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways, and whether
any grounds exist for refusal of a license under this code.

(2) The examination for a class A or class B license under subdivision (b)
shall also include a report of a medical examination of the applicant given not
more than two years prior to the date of the application by a health care
professional. As used in this subdivision, “health care professional” means a
person who is licensed, certified, or registered in accordance with applicable
state laws and regulations to practice medicine and perform physical
examinations in the United States of America. Health care professionals are
doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, and
advanced practice nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who are clinically
competent to perform the medical examination presently required of motor
carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration. The report shall be
on a form approved by the department, the Federal Highway
Administration, or the Federal Aviation Administration. In establishing the
requirements, consideration may be given to the standards presently
required of motor carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration.

(3) Any physical defect of the applicant, which, in the opinion of the
department, is compensated for to ensure safe driving ability, shall not
prevent the issuance of a license to the applicant.

(b) In accordance with the following classifications, any applicant for a
driver’s license shall be required to submit to an examination appropriate to
the type of motor vehicle or combination of vehicles the applicant desires a
license to drive:

(1) Class A includes the following:

(A) Any combination of vehicles, if any vehicle being towed has a gross
vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds.
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(B) Any vehicle towing more than one vehicle.

(C) Any trailer bus.

(D) The operation of all vehicles under class B and class C.

(2) Class B includes the following:

(A) Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more than
26,000 pounds.

(B) Any single vehicle with three or more axles, except any three-axle
vehicle weighing less than 6,000 pounds.

(C) Any bus except a trailer bus.

(D) Any farm labor vehicle.

(E) Any single vehicle with three or more axles or a gross vehicle weight
rating of more than 26,000 pounds towing another vehicle with a gross
vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

(F) Any house car over 40 feet in length, excluding safety devices and
safety bumpers.

(G) The operation of all vehicles covered under class C.

(3) Class C includes the following:

(A) Any two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 26,000
pounds or less, including when the vehicle is towing a trailer or semitrailer
with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), any two-axle vehicle weighing
4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing a trailer coach not exceeding
9,000 pounds gross.

(C) Any house car of 40 feet in length or less.

(D) Any three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds or less gross.

(E) Any house car of 40 feet in length or less or vehicle towing another
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less, including
when a tow dolly is used. No vehicle shall tow another vehicle in violation of
Section 21715.

(F) (i) Any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen
when towing either a trailer coach or a fifth-wheel travel trailer not
exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing of the
trailer is not for compensation.

(i) Any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when
towing a fifth-wheel travel trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not
exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing of the
trailer is not for compensation, and if the person has passed a specialized
written examination provided by the department relating to the knowledge
of this code and other safety aspects governing the towing of recreational
vehicles upon the highway.

The authority to operate combinations of vehicles under this
subparagraph shall be granted by endorsement on a class C license upon
completion of that written examination.

(G) Any vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination
weight rating or a gross vehicle weight rating, as those terms are defined in
subdivisions (g) and (h), respectively, of Section 15210, of 26,000 pounds or
less, if all of the following conditions are met:

(i) Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a farmer, or an instructor
credentialed in agriculture as part of an instructional program in agriculture
at the high school, community college, or university level.

(ii) Is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations.

(iii) Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire carrier or for compensation.

(H) Class C does not include any two-wheel motorcycle or any two-wheel
motor-driven cycle.

(4) Class M1. Any two-wheel motorcycle or motor-driven cycle. Authority
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to operate vehicles included in a class M1 license may be granted by
endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate
examination.

(5) Class M2. Any motorized bicycle or moped, or any bicycle with an
attached motor, except a motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of
Section 406 and a motorized scooter described in Section 407.5. Authority to
operate vehicles included in class M2 may be granted by endorsement on a
class A, B, or C license upon completion of an appropriate examination.
Persons holding a class M1 license or endorsement may operate vehicles
included in class M2 without further examination.

(c) Nodriver's license or driver certificate shall be valid for operating any
commercial motor vehicle, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, any
other motor vehicle defined in paragraph (1) or (2) of subdivision (b), or any
other vehicle requiring a driver to hold any driver certificate or any driver’s
license endorsement under Section 15275, unless a medical certificate
approved by the department, the Federal Highway Administration, or the
Federal Aviation Administration, that has been issued within two years of
the date of the operation of that vehicle, is within the licensee’s immediate
possession, and a copy of the medical examination report from which the
certificate was issued is on file with the department. Otherwise, the license
shall be valid only for operating class C vehicles that are not commercial
vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210, and for operating
class M1 or M2 vehicles, if so endorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as
defined in subdivision (b) of Section 15210.

(d) Alicense or driver certificate issued prior to the enactment of Chapter
7 (commencing with Section 15200) shall be valid to operate the class or type
of vehicles specified under the law in existence prior to that enactment until
the license or certificate expires or is otherwise suspended, revoked, or
canceled.

(e) The department may accept a certificate of driving skill that is issued
by an employer, authorized by the department to issue a certificate under
Section 15250, of the applicant, in lieu of a driving test, on class A or B
applications, if the applicant has first qualified for a class C license and has
met the other examination requirements for the license for which he or she
is applying. The certificate may be submitted as evidence of the applicant’s
skill in the operation of the types of equipment covered by the license for
which he or she is applying.

(f) The department may accept a certificate of competence in lieu of a
driving test on class M1 or M2 applications, when the certificate is issued by
a law enforcement agency for its officers who operate class M1 or M2 vehicles
in their duties, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements
for the license for which he or she is applying.

(g) The department may accept a certificate of satisfactory completion of
a novice motorcyclist training program approved by the commissioner
pursuant to Section 2932 in lieu of a driving test on class M1 or M2
applications, if the applicant has met the other examination requirements
for the license for which he or she is applying. The department shall review
and approve the written and driving test used by a program to determine
whether the program may issue a certificate of completion.

(h) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), any person holding a valid
California driver's license of any class may operate a short-term rental
motorized bicycle without taking any special examination for the operation
of a motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 endorsement on that
license. As used in this paragraph, “short-term” means 48 hours or less.

(i) No person under the age of 21 years shall be issued a class M1 or M2
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license or endorsement unless he or she provides evidence satisfactory to the
department of completion of a motorcycle safety training program that is
operated pursuant to Article2 (commencing with Section 2930) of Chapter 5
of Division 2.

(j) Drivers of vanpool vehicles may operate with class C licenses but shall
possess evidence of a medical examination required for a class B license
when operating vanpool vehicles. In order to be eligible to drive the vanpool
vehicle, the driver shall keep in the vanpool vehicle a statement, signed
under penalty of perjury, that he or she has not been convicted of reckless
driving, drunk driving, or a hit-and-run offense in the last five years.

(k) A class M license issued between January 1, 1989, and December 31,
1992, shall permit the holder to operate any motorcycle, motor-driven cycle,
or motorized bicycle until the expiration of the license.

() This section shall become operative on January 1, 2004.

Added Sec. 16.5, Ch. 1035, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001. Operative January 1, 2004.
Amended Sec. 2.5, Ch. 658, Stats. 2001. Effective October 9, 2001. Operative January 1, 2004.

Noncommercial Class B License with House Car Endorsement

12804.10. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person
issued a class C license under paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section
12804.9 may drive any house car of 40 feet in length or less without obtaining
a noncommercial class B driver’s license with house car endorsement as
described in subdivision (b).

(b) Any person seeking to drive any house car over 40 feet in length,
excluding safety devices and safety bumpers, shall obtain a noncommercial
class B driver's license with house car endorsement as described in this
subdivision. The applicant for that endorsement shall pass a specialized
written examination and demonstrate the ability to exercise ordinary and
reasonable control in operating that vehicle by driving it under the
supervision of an examining officer. Upon satisfactory completion of the
examination and demonstration, the applicant shall be issued a
noncommercial class B driver's license with house car endorsement by the
department. Upon application for an endorsement to operate this vehicle,
and every two years thereafter, the applicant shall submit medical

information on a form approved by the department.
Added Sec. 3, Ch. 658, Stats. 2001. Effective October 9, 2001.

Restricted Class A License

12804.12. (a) The department may issue a restricted class A driver’s
license for the operation of any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or
more unladen when towing a trailer coach exceeding 10,000 pounds gross
vehicle weight rating, or a fifth-wheel travel trailer exceeding 15,000 pounds
gross vehicle weight rating, when the towing of the trailer is not for
compensation.

(b) In lieu of a report of a medical examination required by Section
12804.9, an applicant for a restricted license issued pursuant to subdivision
(a) shall, upon application and every two years thereafter, submit medical
information on a form approved by the department.

Amended Ch. 272, Stats. 1993. Effective August 2, 1993.

Restricted License: Towing Livestock Trailer

12804.14. (a) The department may issue a restricted class A driver’s
license for the operation of any two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or
more unladen when towing a livestock trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but
not exceeding 15,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating or gross vehicle
weight, if all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The vehicle is controlled and operated by a farmer.
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(2) The vehicle is used to transport livestock to or from a farm.

(3) The vehicle is not used in the operations of a common or contract
carrier.

(4) The vehicle is used within 150 miles of the person’s farm.

(b) The requirements of subdivision (a) incorporate the guidelines
published by the Federal Highway Administration in the Federal Register on
September 26, 1988 (53 FR 37313). The department shall follow those
guidelines in acting pursuant to this section as those guidelines now exist
and as they are hereafter amended.

(¢) Inlieu of a report of a medical examination required by Sections 12804
and 12804.9, a licensed California driver applying for a restricted license
issued pursuant to subdivision (a) shall, upon application and every two
years thereafter, submit medical information on a form approved by the
department.

Added Ch. 1012, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994.

Repealed Ch. 1012, Stats. 1993. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative January 1, 1996.
Amended Ch. 515, Stats. 1994. Effective January 1, 1995.

Amended Sec. 15, Ch. 766, Stats. 1995. Effective January 1, 1996.

Amended Sec. 14, Ch. 10, Stats. 1996. Effective February 9, 1996.

Application for House Car Endorsement

12804.15. (a) Notwithstanding Section 362, for purposes of this section
“house car” means a vehicle described in subdivision (b) of Section 12804.10.

(b) (1) Except as provided under paragraph (2), no person may operate a
house car unless that person has in his or her possession a valid driver’s
license of the appropriate class and an endorsement thereto issued by the
department to permit operation of the house car.

(2) A nonresident may not operate a house car in this state unless that
person is in possession of an out-of-state driver's license authorizing the
operation of that vehicle.

(¢) An endorsement to drive a house car may be issued only if the
applicant meets all of the following conditions:

(1) The applicant successfully completes an examination prescribed by
the department to determine qualification for the endorsement.

(2) Upon initial application and every two years thereafter, the applicant
submits medical information on a form approved by the department to verify
that the person meets the minimum medical requirements established by the
department for operation of a house car.

(3) Upon application for issuance of an original driver’s license or renewal
driver’s license pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 12804.10, there shall
be paid to the department a fee of thirty-four dollars ($34) for a license that
will expire on the applicant's fifth birthday following the date of the
application.

(d) The department may deny, suspend, or revoke an endorsement to
drive a house car when the applicant does not meet any requirement for the
issuance or retention of the endorsement.

Added Sec. 4, Ch. 658, Stats. 2001. Effective October 9, 2001.

Grounds Requiring Refusal of License

12805. The department shall not issue a driver’s license to, or renew a
driver’s license of, any person:

(@) Who is not of legal age to receive a driver’s license.

(b) Whose best corrected visual acuity is 20/200 or worse in that person’s
better eye, as verified by an optometrist or ophthalmologist. No person may
use a bioptic telescopic or similar lens to meet the 20/200 visual acuity
standards.

(c) Who is unable, as shown by examination, to understand traffic signs
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or signals or who does not have a reasonable knowledge of the provisions of
this code governing the operations of vehicles upon the highways.

(d) When it is determined, by examination or other evidence, that the
person is unable to safely operate a motor vehicle upon a highway.

() Who is unable to read and understand simple English used in
highway traffic and directional signs. This subdivision does not apply to any
person holding an operator’s or chauffeur’s license issued by this state and
valid on September 11, 1957.

(f)  Who holds a valid driver’s license issued by a foreign jurisdiction
unless the license has been surrendered to the department, or is lost or
destroyed.

(g) Who has ever held, or is the holder of, a license to drive issued by
another state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of
Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and that license has been
suspended by reason, in whole or in part, of a conviction of a traffic violation
until the suspension period has terminated, except that the department may
issue a license to the applicant if, in the opinion of the department, it will be
safe to issue a license to a person whose license to drive was suspended by a
state that is not a party to the Driver License Compact provided for in
Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 15000) of Division 6.

(h) Who has ever held, or is the holder of, a license to drive issued by
another state, territory, or possession of the United States, the District of
Columbia or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and that license has been
revoked by reason, in whole or in part, of a conviction of a traffic violation,
until the revocation has been terminated or after the expiration of one year
from the date the license was revoked, whichever occurs first, except that the
department may issue a license to the applicant if, in the opinion of the
department, it will be safe to issue a license to a person whose license to drive
was revoked by a state that is not a party to the Driver License Compact

provided for in Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 15000) of Division 6.
Amended Sec. 7, Ch. 985, Stats. 2000. Effective January 1, 2001.

Grounds Permitting Refusal of License

12806. The department may refuse to issue to, or renew a driver’s
license of, any person:

(&) Who is rendered